THIS IS OUR FAITH
SESSION 9           THE CREATIVE SPIRIT
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
FROM LAST SESSION
What has happened during the week?  

Do we have any additional thoughts or reflections from the last session?
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

BIBLE  REFLECTION





(Mark 1:9-11)
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.

And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."
What is the role of John the Baptist? What is John’s baptism about?  

Why did Jesus want to be baptized?
What does the baptism of Jesus tell us about the relationship between Jesus and his Father? 

READ pages  56-59  from THIS IS OUR FAITH  -  THE CREATIVE SPIRIT
SUMMARY 

Baptism is the beginning of our life of faith. At baptism we join God’s family. 

Baptism means “plunging.”   Jesus was baptized in the River Jordan by John the Baptist.                  The Holy Spirit was seen and the voice of God heard. Baptism is a sign of salvation.
Water, at baptism, is a sign of cleansing and new life.

Conversion is about turning around. It is about turning to Christ

COMMENTS ON THE BOOK NOTES

Do we want to comment on the book notes. What did we find interesting? 
What did we not understand? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What is baptism? What difference does baptism make? 
2. What happens at a baptism service you have attended?   How important is water?           What is the role of Godparents or sponsors?

3. How importance is conversion? How importance is confirmation? 

4. Why don’t we re-baptise a person?

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
HOME WORK


Please read THIS IS OUR FAITH    pages 60-63   The Living Spirit
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