THIS IS OUR FAITH
SESSION 8           ALWAYS THE SAME SPIRIT
FROM LAST SESSION
What has happened during the week?  

Do we have any additional thoughts or reflections from the last session?
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

BIBLE  REFLECTION





(Acts 2:42:47)
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,  praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

How is our Church fellowship similar to and different from the fellowship described in these verses?  Can the fellowship described be duplicated today?  

Would you want to be part of a fellowship like that? 

What would you value most in this fellowship?
What are the good and bad things about our Church?
READ pages  48-55  from THIS IS OUR FAITH  -  ALWAYS THE SAME SPIRIT
SUMMARY 

The Church is not a building but a gathering of people.  The Church is One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic.

The Church believes that God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit – the Trinity – a mystery – a perfect relationship.

We are members of the “invisible” Church of God even though the Anglican Church is part of the divided “visible” Church.

At the heart of the life of the Church, are the sacraments which constantly renew and reconcile the Church to God. 

COMMENTS ON THE BOOK NOTES

Do we want to comment on the Book notes. What did we find interesting? What did we not understand? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Discuss the priest’s suggestion at the beginning of this study on page 49. Although “tongue in cheek” is bringing a friend to Church one of the best things we can do? Do we spend too much time on buildings and not growing our church?

2. What does it mean when we talk about the Church being One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic?

3. What or who is the Trinity? What is the relationship between the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit?  What is the mystery of the Trinity?
4. What is the Church?  What does it mean to be Anglican?

5. What are the sacraments? What does it mean to be a sacramental Church?
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
HOME WORK
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