THIS IS OUR FAITH
SESSION 4    MY WORDS ARE SPIRIT AND THEY ARE LIFE
FROM LAST SESSION
What has happened during the week?  

Do we have any additional thoughts or reflections from the last session?
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

BIBLE  REFLECTION





(Luke 24:13-27)
That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, "What is this conversation which you are holding with each other as you walk?" And they stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?" 

And he said to them, "What things?" And they said to him, "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God  and all the people, and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since this happened. Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning and did not find his body; and they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb, and found it just as the women had said; but him they did not see."
And he said to them, "O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?" 

And beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.
What did Cleopas and his friend think of Jesus? What were their expectations and hopes and how did this change?  Why would Jesus take time to explain to the disciples what had happened? What is the importance of this story?
READ pages 24-29  from THIS IS OUR FAITH  -  
MY WORDS ARE SPIRIT AND THEY ARE LIFE
SUMMARY 

Jesus is the way to God and teaches the truth of God. Jesus shows God to men and women. 
The miracles show the kingdom of God has begun. Jesus gives eternal life. To be like Jesus we have to have the Holy Spirit in us. 

There is ample historical evidence for Jesus. Jesus was crucified and rose from the dead and truly is the Messiah. The story of Emmaus spells out to us the significance of the resurrection. 
COMMENTS ON THE BOOK NOTES

Do we want to comment on the Book notes. What did we find interesting? What did we not understand? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What do we mean when we talk of Jesus being the way and the truth and the life?
2. What was the purpose of Jesus coming among us? 
3. In the life of Jesus where is God and the Holy Spirit?

4. What is the role of miracles in the life of Jesus?

5. What is the significance of the death and resurrection of Jesus?  Is Jesus alive – what does this mean?  What is the significance of the resurrection for us? 

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
HOME WORK


Please read THIS IS OUR FAITH    pages 30-37   The Spirit will teach you everything
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