THIS IS OUR FAITH
SESSION 3    THE SPIRIT OF LORD HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME
THE COMING MESSIAH
FROM LAST SESSION
What has happened during the week?  

Do we have any additional thoughts or reflections from the last session?
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

BIBLE  REFLECTION





(Luke 4: 16-21)
 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour."

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."
What is the purpose of Jesus’ coming?  Is this what the people were expecting of the Messiah? 
What is our purpose as the people of God? 
READ pages 19-23  from THIS IS OUR FAITH  -  

THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME
SUMMARY 

The Old Testament promised that God would send a Messiah. The Jews waited for him to come. John the Baptist pointed the people to the Messiah.
The coming of Jesus was a turning point in the Kingdom of God. Jesus preached the Kingdom of God had arrived. Jesus reads the scroll of Isaiah which says "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour."

Jesus is hardly mentioned outside the Gospels but Pliny and Tacitus refer to him as a trouble maker and Josephus saw Jesus as more than a man. 
COMMENTS ON THE BOOK NOTES

Do we want to comment on the book notes. What did we find interesting? 
What did we not understand? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What do we mean by Messiah or Christ?

2. What is the Kingdom of God?
3. What is the importance of John the Baptist?

4. What is the significance of the statements about Jesus by Pliny, Tacitus and Josephus? 
5. Who is Jesus? 
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
HOME WORK
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