THIS IS OUR FAITH
SESSION 17          THE SPIRIT OF LIFE
FROM LAST SESSION
What has happened during the week?  

Do we have any additional thoughts or reflections from the last session?
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

BIBLE  REFLECTION





(Luke  1:26-38)
 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."   Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"

The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God."

Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.
Why did God chose a virgin birth to fulfill his plan?
What do you learn about Mary in this story?

“Nothing is impossible to God” – do you believe this?
READ pages  88-90  from THIS IS OUR FAITH  -  THE SPIRIT OF LIFE
SUMMARY 

Mary is important as the mother of our Saviour. Mary represents the humble people of Israel. 
Mary is the “mother of God” or the “God-bearer” because she is the mother of Jesus and Jesus is really God.  She gave him flesh, carried him, fed him, suckled him, taught him, and finally held him dead in her arms. 

It is because of Mary’s closeness to Jesus that we remember her with special feasts. She is part of the “Communion of Saints”.  

COMMENTS ON THE BOOK NOTES

Do we want to comment on the Book notes?  What did we find interesting?                           What did we not understand? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Is Mary a role model for women and families?

2. Why do some people ignore Mary and others are devoted to her?  Do we worship Mary?  What is the importance of Mary?  Where does she fit in the Communion of Saints?
3. It has been suggested that Mary represents the humble, underclass and victims?               What is the role of Mary?   What is the role of Mary in the Church?
4. It is said that Mary is the “Mother of God” – why do we call her this title?  Are there other titles we can give Mary?
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
HOME WORK


Sorry there is no home work except to continue to live out your faith.
Thank you for participating in the program – I hope it was beneficial.
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