THIS IS OUR FAITH
SESSION 15           THE SAVING SPIRIT
THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK
FROM LAST SESSION
What has happened during the week?  

Do we have any additional thoughts or reflections from the last session?
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

BIBLE  REFLECTION




(James 5:14-16a)
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.  The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.
What should Christians do when they are happy? 

What should Christians do when they are sick?   

What should Christians do when they have sinned? 
What do these verses say about the importance of prayer? 

How important is prayer in your life?
READ pages  80-83  from THIS IS OUR FAITH  -  THE   SAVING  SPIRIT
SUMMARY 

Jesus loved people into total health. He fought pain and suffering himself. He lifted up those who were sick and raised them to new life. 
The anointing of the sick is available when ever our health is impaired by sickness or old age. Through this sacrament the sick person is strengthened and encouraged as they face any anxiety or fear. Faith is renewed.

The laying on of hands is a sign of blessing. It is a sign of the Spirit coming to bring comfort.

The anointing with oil strengthens those who are dying and brings healing and encouragement to the sick.
COMMENTS ON THE BOOK NOTES

Do we want to comment on the Book notes?   What did we find interesting? 
What did we not understand? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. How do we cope with sickness?  Are we good patients or bad? 

2. We suffer and Jesus suffered – why did Jesus suffer?  Does the fact that Jesus suffered give us comfort? 

3. What happens when the priest anoints the sick and lays hands on them?

4. Originally this sacrament was for the dying only? Should we continue to anoint the dying as well as the sick?
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
HOME WORK
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