THIS IS OUR FAITH
SESSION 14           THE HEALING SPIRIT
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
FROM LAST SESSION
What has happened during the week?  

Do we have any additional thoughts or reflections from the last session?
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

BIBLE  REFLECTION





 (John 20:21-23)
Jesus said to them, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you."

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
Have you ever felt you were beyond forgiveness? 
How did God meet you in this situation?
Does God forgive?

What is this reading saying to us about the role of the priest?

READ pages  76-79  from THIS IS OUR FAITH  -  THE   HEALING  SPIRIT
SUMMARY 

Sadly all of us sin and need healing and the reconciling action of the Holy Spirit.
Confession is about holiness and wholeness. We can confess our sins on our own but priests are called to give absolution. The priest is just as much a sinner as the penitent and the priest declares Christ’s forgiveness, not his forgiveness. 

Confession needs to be sincere with a real facing up to sin and include real sorrow.. 

COMMENTS ON THE BOOK NOTES

Do we want to comment on the Book notes. What did we find interesting? What did we not understand? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What is sin?  What causes us to sin?  How do we deal with sin?
2. Some go to confession, many don’t - should we go to confession?                                     What happens when we do?  What happens if we don’t?
3. How do we react to those who have wronged us?  Do we need to learn to forgive?           God forgives – do we also need to forgive ourselves and others?

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
HOME WORK


Please read THIS IS OUR FAITH    pages 80-83   The Saving Spirit  
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