THIS IS OUR FAITH
SESSION 12           THE TRUSTING SPIRIT
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS
FROM LAST SESSION
What has happened during the week?  

Do we have any additional thoughts or reflections from the last session?
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

BIBLE  REFLECTION





 Luke 6:14-16
And when day came, he called his disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew, and James, and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James son of Alphaeus, and Simon, who was called the Zealot, and Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.









Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

What do you know about the disciples of Jesus?  Which of the disciples do you identify with?

What is the central command of Jesus?  Do we as disciples carry it out?
READ pages  68-71  from THIS IS OUR FAITH  -  THE  TRUSTING  SPIRIT
SUMMARY 

All Christians share the royal priesthood of Christ. All are commissioned to ministry including nurses, teachers and social workers. There are other forms of service within the church such as lay readers, youth leaders, reader in church, wardens, Eucharistic Assistants. 
The Church in the sacrament of Holy Orders sets aside men and women and empowers them for the service of Christ. Jesus set aside people (the disciples / apostles) to preach, to teach, to heal, to forgive sins. 

The early church focused on three ordained ministries – Bishops, priests and deacons. 

COMMENTS ON THE BOOK NOTES

Do we want to comment on the Book notes?  What did we find interesting? 
What did we not understand? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What is the role of Bishop, priests and deacons? What is the distinction between them? 

2. What happens at an ordination? 

3. Why do we set aside people for ministry?  What ministries are there for lay people? What is your ministry? 
4. What is the role of religious communities? 
5. Would you consider being a priest, deacon or member of a religious order? 
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
HOME WORK
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