THIS IS OUR FAITH
SESSION 10           THE LIVING SPIRIT
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
FROM LAST SESSION
What has happened during the week?  

Do we have any additional thoughts or reflections from the last session?
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

BIBLE  REFLECTION





 Acts 8:14-17
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
What is the relationship between Jews and Samaritans? 

Is it surprising that the Church in Jerusalem would send Peter & John to Samaria? 

What does it tell us about the importance of this mission?
What is the significance of the Samaritans receiving the Holy Spirit?
What is the significance of receiving the Holy Spirit? 

READ pages  60-63  from THIS IS OUR FAITH  -  THE  LIVING  SPIRIT
SUMMARY 

Confirmation celebrates the presence of the Holy Spirit within us. It is a continuance of what has begun at our baptism. We respond to God’s invitation to be transformed and become part of the body of Christ. 
The Holy Spirit sends us  gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, inward strength, knowledge, true godliness and the fear of God. 

As Christians, we need to make fresh starts. We need to accept change, accept our failings, accept the failings of others, keep an eye on God and keep an eye on each other. 

COMMENTS ON THE BOOK NOTES

Do we want to comment on the Book notes?   What did we find interesting? 
What did we not understand? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Are we sometimes too busy as committed Christians? How do we get a balance?               What does it really mean to be an growing Christian?

2. What is the sacrament of Confirmation? What does it celebrate?                                     What happens when one is confirmed? 

3. What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit? What gifts do we have? 
4. Do we live a Christian life? What is the minimum required to be a Christian?  
5. Being a Christian means having a fresh start – how can we have a fresh start? 

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
HOME WORK
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